
As I reflect on Fr. Peter’s life and death, I remember him as my “angel of gratitude.”  
On occasions where I was discouraged or upset, he would respond by bringing up  
someone or something to be grateful for. Expressing gratitude was and is therapeutic.  

The world is beautiful and yet imperfect. Perfection exists only in the world to come.  
We express this hope in our prayers that God rest the departed in a place “without pain, 
suffering and sorrow.” 

St. John Chrysostom posed an interesting question in his commentary on the story in John 
9. The story is about a young man born blind. His disciples assumed that this was a  

consequence of sin and asked the Lord who had sinned, the young man or his parents? Christ responded 
that neither had sinned.  

“Was God unjust?” Chrysostom asked rhetorically. Then he responded, “Would it have been better if the 
young man had never been born?” Think about it…. Life is a gift from God. Even with its imperfections, it is 
still a blessing. Period. The gospel story to which I refer did have a happy ending. The young man became a 
vessel through which God’s power was revealed: Christ gave him his sight. But in any case- with or without 
his sight, life would still be a blessing.  

On occasions when a young person dies before their time, I take a rose from the flowers around the casket.  
A rose, I say, lasts about a week. Do we complain to God that it does not last longer, or do we say,  
Thank you, Lord, for giving us this beautiful rose for even this short time? 

A teenage girl once complained to me about her looks, that she envied other girls more beautiful than her. I 
asked her to look at me and then I said, “I wish that I looked like Brad Pitt.” (I meant it!)  She laughed at the 
idea that  a priest did not like the way he looked. My point was that we can wish to be something else, or we 
can be grateful for the way that God made us.  

I can complain about my aches and pains, or be grateful that I have lived as long as I have. I can wish that I 
was taller or had more hair or was more athletic, or I can thank God for my comfortable life. I hope that you 
can see the value of living in gratitude    

Years ago in Confession I mentioned a person that I wished was dead. My father-confessor told me that this 
might be the person who gets me into heaven. Learning to deal with a difficult person  is an exercise in  
humility; it builds character. We should be grateful for challenging relationships.  

“Glory to God for all things.” These were the dying words of St John Chrysostom, who died due to the harsh 
treatment given him, in exile for insulting the royal family. Even bad things can be good, if we are grateful.  

I thank God for having Fr Peter in my life for so many years. I thank Fr Peter for teaching me such a  
great lesson. I hope that you can say the same.  

February/March 2023 



In this issue: 
 
 
Pages 3-5 
• Orthodox  

Education  
 

 
Page 6 
• St. Makrina 
• Library News 

 
 

Pages 7-11 
• Philoptochos 
 
 
Page 12 
• Faith in Action 

 
 

Page 13 
• Orthodox  

Christian 
Women 

 
Page 14 

• Sunshine Group 

• Senior Dancers 
 
Pages 15-18 

• Youth 
Ministries 
 

Pages 19-20 

• In Memoriam 
 
Page 21 

• Fish Fry 
 
Pages 22-23 

• February/March 
Calendars 

 

A publication of 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

3352 Mayfield Road · Cleveland Heights, OH  44118 
Tel:  216-932-3300 · Fax:  216-932-0825 
Fr. Stephen Callos · Fr. Tom Drenen 

Fr. Robert Stephanopoulos 
Fr. Stephen e-mail:  frstephen@stsconstantine.com 

Office email:  office@stsconstantine.com 
Koinonia email:  mstephanopoulos1@gmail.com 

Website:  www.stsconstantine.com 

 Parish Council—2023 

Marguarite Stephanopoulos, President Dr. Maria Misthos. Orthodox Education 

Costa J. Sarris, Vice President Steve Demetriou 

Jason Berry, Secretary Effie Tsengas 

Angelo Savakis, Treasurer Tom Parras, Home Committee 

Will Raybuck, Assistant Treasurer Bill Chevako, Home Committee 

George Stamatis George Loucas 

Philoptochos—2023 

Susan Trumbull, President Elaine Joaquin, Makarias 

Heidi Peters, Vice President Anne Mitchell, Membership 

Stephanie Alexandrou, Secretary Heidi Peters, Anna Warren, In-Reach 

Helen Primbas, Treasurer 
Evangelia Romoudi, Anna Vedouras,  

Victoria Karakasis, Fundraising 

Toni Madden, Margie Moyer 
Advisors Maria Kallergis,Out-Reach 

Cathedral Support Groups—2023 

Orthodox Forum………..…...Nicholas Papadakis Foundation……...……George Kappos, Jr.  

Greek School……………………..Maria Sikoutris GOYA…….Katie Caspar, Stratos Hliatzos 

Library……………………...……...Elaine Joaquin OCF…………………………..Ted Cherpas 

St. Makrina Bible Study…..…........Toni Madden Coffee Hour………....……………………… 

Sr. Hellenic Dancers……………………………… 
Christina Callos, Konstandinos Mavrakis 

Bookstore……....….…………Jim Huebner 

IOCC....………….….………...Jim Basilion 

Jr. Hellenic Dancers…………………………….… 
Elena Repedonis & Maria Gentis  

St. Hermans FOCUS….……..Fr. Stephen 

OPA Dance Group…………………..Bill Mavrakis Faith In Action/Projects…….Peter Poulos 

HOPE/JOY…………….…………….Ted Cherpas Faith In Action/ 
Online Prayer Group…..….Dean Tsengas 

Cathedral Staff—2023 

Ted Cherpas……………………………………..….. …….……..….Director of Youth Ministries  

Sade L. Frayer……………………………………… ….….……..…….………....Office Manager 

Dennis Bell………………………………………….. ….………….……..………...Choir Director 

John Babich…………………………………………. …………………………………..Custodian 

Pericles Corfias…………………………………….. ……….…………………………….Chanter 

Page 2 February/March 2023 



Page 3 

Orthodox Education News by Maria Misthos 

Thank you to Maria Sikoutris 

We would like to extend our thanks to Maria Sikoutris for her years of oversight of our program as she now 
transitions solely to leading our Greek School. Maria supported our students with all her heart, especially  
notable during a very difficult time due to the COVID pandemic, even continuing with virtual classes and 
speakers. We are grateful for her time and service.  

Another beautiful Christmas Program and Philoptochos Coffee hour took place on December 11th.    

Please meet some of our wonderful OE teacher volunteers!  

Pre/K: Elena Willis- I have been attending Sts C&H for 15 years with my own family, and I have been  
attending with my parents since I was born.  This is my second year teaching OE. I am married with five  
children, Alex (14), Athan (12), Michael (10), Nicholas (8), and Madeline (5).  We currently live in Lyndhurst.  
I was born in Cleveland, moved to Greece with my family for 11 years and have been in Cleveland ever since 
we moved back.  I manage a district energy plant in University Circle. I really enjoy teaching OE to the little 
ones and doing crafts with them. Parents can contact me with questions at erepidonis@hotmail.com and text 
or call 216-225-7469. 

K/1: Stellanie and Brian Butcher- We have been attending Sts C&H for about 10 years. 
This is our second year of teaching OE. We have been married for 11 years and have a 
six-year-old son. We grew up in Poland, a suburb of Youngstown, Ohio. Brian attended 
Martin Luther Church in Youngstown and Stellanie attended Archangel Michael Church in 
Campbell, where her παππού was the priest! Brian is an accountant and Stellanie is an 
occupational therapist. Brian loves seeing how proud the OE students are when their 
crafts are completed. Stellanie loves to see the children get excited and engaged in the 
lesson. Parents can contact us with questions at coffee hour, or you can email Stellanie 

(stellanie16@yahoo.com). 

February/March 2023 
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Please meet some of our wonderful OE teacher volunteers!  

Orthodox Education News—continued by Maria Misthos 

2/3: Gabrielle Labrozzi- I’ve been attending Sts C&H since last year, February 2022.   
I just started teaching! My immediate family lives in North Carolina, although both sets of 
grandparents are from Pennsylvania (Erie and Wilkes Barre). I have 3 younger brothers 
and I come from an engineering family. We love traveling and also enjoy hiking in the 
mountains. I grew up in Cary, North Carolina (near Raleigh). I attended All Saints  
Antiochian Orthodox Church, where I was a member of the SOYO group in our parish, 
and in the summer went to Camp St. Thelka. When I aged out, I was a camp counselor 
for a couple of years. I graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

with a BS in biomedical engineering & minor in neuroscience. I was also on the UNC gymnastics and rowing 
teams. I moved to Cleveland for graduate school. I’m currently a graduate student at Case Western Reserve 
University working towards my PhD in Biomedical Engineering with a focus in Neuroengineering.  
My research involves improving walking for individuals after a spinal cord injury. I really enjoy kids and dis-
cussing our faith. I am very excited to help teach them. If you have any questions,  
please email: glabrozzi@hotmail.com. 

4-6: Demos Ioannou: Originally from Warren, OH (St. Demetrios,) Demos moved back 
to NE Ohio in 2004.  He began attending services at Sts. Constantine and Helen shortly 
thereafter.  He enjoys teaching Sunday school, volunteering at the annual festival and 
baking the prosfora a few times each year. Professionally - he works from home with  
Advantage Solutions and also has his own business, DCI Consulting Corp.  He is a  
nationally recognized leader in the marketing analytics field, where he is known to be an 
expert in marketing mix modeling, among other subjects. He currently resides in Shaker 
Heights with his youngest child, Brigid.  

7: George Cherpas:  I was baptized at Sts C&H.  I have been teaching OE for 13 years. I 
have two brothers and my father and grew up in Twinsburg Ohio. I work in IT. I like working 
with kids to both educate them and better educate myself on the faith. 

2/3: Eva Bambakidis-  I've attended Sts C&H with my family since I was little and am 
so glad to be back in Cleveland Heights after college. Currently, I'm a first year medical 
student at Case Western Reserve University. I love teaching OE because it reminds me 
how powerful our faith is and how important our youth are for the future. Plus, they're a 
great break from studying! Please feel free to contact me anytime at (216)347-8518 or 
exb365@case.edu.  

mailto:glabrozzi@hotmail.com
mailto:exb365@case.edu
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7 Asst-Kathy Cramer & 9-12 Keith Cramer: We been attending Sts. C&H for 
about 35 years. Keith has been teaching the high school class for about 15 or so 
years. Kathy started helping with the 6/7th grade class two years ago. We have 2 
daughters: Athena who works full time at an Adoption Agency and attends  
graduate school at CSU for Social Work; Nicole who works as a Graphic Designer 
and recently married Joe Tilton. And a family dog, Annie, who is 15 years old and 
brings our family much joy. Kathy grew up in Youngstown, OH and home parish of 
St. Nicholas. Keith grew up in Girard, OH a suburb of Youngstown, and was raised 

in the Methodist Church before converting to Orthodoxy. Kathy and Keith met at Youngstown State  
University where Keith would walk her across campus to class and then have to hike it back to where they 
began because that’s where his class was (needless to say he never made it to his class on time). Keith 
works at the Cleveland Sight Center in their customer service center and Kathy works for CVS Health as a 
Benefits Manager.  Keith volunteers as an OE teacher and combines his education degree with his  
interest in history. His favorite part of teaching is engaging our youth in discussions on faith and moral  
issues of the day. Kathy enjoys staying connected with the youth of our parish and happy to help out when 
needed. For any questions here is our contact info: Keith 216-570-3855 keith_hcramer@sbcglobal.net and 
Kathy 216-308-0692 cramerkathy@sbcglobal.net. 

Please meet some of our wonderful OE teacher volunteers!  

Orthodox Education News—continued by Maria Misthos 

9-12: Helen Primbas: I have been attending Sts C&H since 1984 and have taught OE 
for over 30 years (have taught all grades, except 3rd & 4th grade; I have taught mostly 
high school the majority of the years). I have two children: Angela and Charlie. I am 
married to George Primbas. We are both from the northeast. I grew up in Boston and 
he is from New Jersey, the shore - Asbury Park. Neither of us have family here in 
Ohio, so we travel a lot to visit them. My children grew up in the Sts. Constantine and 
Helen's church family. My son now lives in Ohio and my daughter lives in Los Angeles. 
I grew up in Qunciy Mass, just south of Boston and attended St. Catherine Greek  
Orthodox church.  I am a consultant in the IT/Computer area. I have worked in all kinds 
of software, hardware and network disciplines. I have managed consulting services 

groups and have served both in the roles of project manager and program manager for many  
implementations. These days my work is mainly with enterprise resource systems (ERP) in manufacturing 
companies. My background includes having performed management consulting work as well.  I teach  
because I like to help our youth learn about our faith, our very rich faith and because there are very few 
opportunities for our youth to be engaged in discussions about our faith. I want to give them additional  
opportunities to discuss current issues with respect to or within the context of our faith and to help them 
learn. I also learn so much from preparing and engaging with the kids. It is wonderful! I love talking with 
parents and do so on a regular basis. My phone is 440-487-0188.  

February/March 2023 

Church oratorical festival to be held Sunday, March 12
th

 
 
OE students in grades 5-12 received information on participation in the Oratorical Festival on  
Sunday, January 22.  
 
It would be wonderful if all students become orators and learn more about our faith!  We are hoping to have 
a mentor for each participant.  

If you are interested in mentoring please contact Maria Misthos at 440-552-3270.   
 
Finally, please mark the date on your calendar to join us for lunch to support our youth! 

mailto:keith_hcramer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cramerkathy@sbcglobal.net
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Zoom and Coffee with St. Makrina by Marko Fikaris 

It all started about 15 years ago for me. My father was in heaven, my mother was living in Greece with my 
sister and her family, and I was alone in Cleveland in a house full of memories. I finally listened to  
Fr. Stephen and started reading the Bible, but that was not enough. I needed to discuss what I was reading. 
I needed to attend a group. I needed an Orthodox Bible Study. 

I was talking to the other Irene in my life, the late Irene Theodore (of blessed memory) and she suggested the 
St. Makrina group. At that time, I thought it was for women only, but she did say “no, we’ll take anyone who 
wants to attend”. Fifteen years later, I am still the only man there. Good thing I decided to attend; my life 
changed for the better because of that decision. 

The group started 30 years ago, by some parishioners who wanted to discuss God’s Word in a group setting. 
After going through some of the Old Testament and most of the New Testament, the group started  
discussing various books by Christian authors. Since I joined, some of the books we discussed are: All is 
Well by Albert S. Rossi, The Women of the Bible Speak by Shannon Bream and Renewing You by  
Fr. Nicholas Louh and his wife Roxanne. Over the years, sometimes Fr. Stephen will choose a book and join 
us for its “run”. At present, we are about to finish Engaged: The Call to be Disciples by  
Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis. Now is the perfect time to join because we will be starting a new book sometime in 
February. You may still join at any time, even if we’ve already started the book. Our next selection is going to 
be Open and Unafraid: The Psalms as a Guide to Life by W. David O. Taylor. 

For me it has been the perfect arrangement. Sure there’s “homework”, but I get to customize it to my level of 
comfort. It helps to read ahead, in preparation for the discussion, but it’s not always essential. I don’t have to 
discuss, if I don’t want to, I can just listen. AND NOW WE HAVE ZOOM. No driving to “class” and no  
attendance is taken. 

Almost every member in that group has touched my life, in some way, over the years. I feel like I have an extra 
set of moms, aunts, sisters, and cousins. There is a sense of community there, that in my opinion, extends 
beyond the coffee hour on Sunday. 

Now let’s talk about personal growth, through the years, with this group. Looking back at how I was when I 
started attending, I marvel at what I have become. There is nothing else I see myself doing on Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30 to 11. I try not to miss a discussion, but if I do (mostly because of work) I tell myself...no 
attendance is taken. Most likely, I will get a phone call asking me if everything is ok. What a blessing! 
 
If you want to be blessed, in all kinds of ways, zoom with us on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. Let Toni Madden 
know that you are coming at tmadden722@gmail.com and you, too, can have coffee with Saint Makrina. 

Library News by Elaine Joaquin 
ATTENTION ALL SENIORS 

The Library Committee of Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral will be sponsoring its 10th 
annual Scholarship awards this year. Two deserving high school seniors who plan to enroll in a university this 
fall will be awarded. The award is based on academic achievement as well as community involvement and 
leadership skills. 

The applicants must be present to receive the award and their parents must be members of Sts. Constantine 
and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral. 

Completed applications must be submitted by Sunday, May 7, 2023. 

The scholarships will be given out on Sunday, May 21, 2023. 

Applications can be obtained in the narthex, in the Library, or by contacting Elaine Joaquin at the  
telephone number, 1-440-286-1478. 

mailto:tmadden722@gmail.com
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Continued on next page 
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Philoptochos in Action 

Outreach 
In December, Philoptochos was once again able to host an in person Christmas party for the families living in 
the Zelma George Family Shelter.  Through the generosity of our parishioners, Philoptochos provided hats, 
gloves and a toy to over 130 children ranging in ages from newborn to 18 years old, as well as a gift for 40 
parents.  The party was attended by over 20 of our parishioners.  Everyone had a good time helping with 
crafts, playing games with the children and interacting with families.  There was also a visit from St. Nicholas 
who distributed a gift to each child and posed for pictures.  The families and the staff at the Zelma George 
Family Shelter thanked our parishioners for their kindness and for bringing such joy to the families during the 
holiday season. 

 
 
Philoptochos continued our ongoing partnership with Fairfax School by providing grocery gift cards for fifteen 
families at Thanksgiving.  By supporting the Fairfax Enrichment Program, we helped fund after school activities 
for students.  Winter gloves were also provided for the Fairfax students. 
 
 
Inreach 
During the past few months, our Philoptochos Inreach committee has been communicating with many of our 
parishioners.  Friendly phone calls were made to those who were unable to get out and about.  Many  
Thanksgiving cards were sent to help cheer up the recipients.  The beautiful handmade Christmas cards that 
were sent were enjoyed by all.  Thank you to our Orthodox Education students who made the cards.  Many 
shut-ins received gift bags, as well as visits whenever possible.  In addition, Christmas gifts were given to our 
amazing church staff as a small thank you for all they do for our community and for the support they give 
Philoptochos.  Philoptochos is grateful for your donations of time, talent and treasure that made all this  
possible. 
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On December 3, 2022, FAITH IN ACTION, in collaboration with Case Western Reserve University, invited the 
residents of the Zelma George shelter to a Christmas Party.  There were activities, and Santa made a visit. 
Approximately 100 residents received new coats and boots. FAITH IN ACTION would like to thank  
Philoptochos for their generous donation of over 40 coats and boots. As it happened, many of the residents 
were wearing their new coats at the Philoptochos/Selma George Christmas party on December 9, 2023.   
The residents and staff of the Selma George shelter expressed their deep gratitude to the Sts. Constantine 
and Helen community for your overwhelming generosity. 

Faith In Action 
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After a time-out due to the pandemic, the Sunshine Group will be starting to meet monthly in March!   
A big thank you to Elaine Joaquin for her leadership of the group.  She has kindly given me  
everything I need to coordinate our lunches going forward.  Thank you, Elaine.  If anyone has any 
questions, ideas of places for lunch, or other comments you would like to share, please feel free to 
email Maria Cashy at mcashy@aol.com or call at 216-390-2294. 

The first event for the Sunshine Group will be at the Sts. Constantine and Helen Fish Fry on Friday, 
March 10.  Look for the reserved tables in the Upstairs Hall.  I will be there.   

Generally, we will meet monthly on the second Thursday of each month.  In April, the second  
Thursday is during Holy Week, so we will decide at the Fish Fry, if you would like to meet on April 
20 or skip the month of April and resume lunches in May.  We are creating a call list and an email 
list.  If you would like to be on either list, please call or email me.  I can also collect this information 
at the Fish Fry. 

I am very excited to see you all at the Fish Fry.  My goal is for us to have some good food, good  
company and a lot of fun! 

Sunshine Group Monthly Lunches are Back!!! By Maria Cashy  

  

We need to start dance practices for the festival earlier than other years, since our festival will be held at 
the end of July. The new date will make it possible for students who are college bound to continue to  
participate in the program. We will begin practices on Sundays, starting March 5. Practices will be held after 
OE and will last an hour. There will be no practice on Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday and on May 21st for our 
Church’s nameday. If you are joining the Senior dance group this year, you need to be thirteen by  
December 31, 2023.  

Senior Hellenic Dancers News 
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Youth Ministries by Ted Cherpas 

Sts. Constantine & Helen’s youth ministries have been active and vibrant the 
past few months. 
 
Camp Nazareth hosted its annual GOYA Fall Retreat. The guest speaker was 
Katrina Bitar whose theme was, “The Church as a Place of Healing.”  
The campers enjoyed all the usual camp activities including sports, games, 
and an indoor campfire. The camp staff also decorated the cafeteria with the 
flags of the countries participating in the World Cup, and campers were able to 
show their support for their favorite team(s). 

 
His Eminence Metropolitan Savas visited Sts. Constantine & Helen 
to honor Fr. Stephen. As part of his visit, he tonsured several altar 
boys to serve our parish as “readers.” This blessing is considered a 
“minor order” of the Church, and it officially authorizes its recipients 
to read and chant during services. This was the first tonsuring at our 
parish since Metropolitan Maximos (of blessed memory) did it many 
years ago. May the new readers all use their voices to glorify God! 
 
 
 
 

OCF (at John Carroll) invited Fr. Tom and Pres. Molly 
Drenen to visit for a Compline service on campus. The 
service was conducted at Rodman Chapel, and it was 
followed by a Christmas reception which included  
special cupcakes to celebrate Fr. Tom’s birthday! After 
winter break, the OCF students gathered at nearby 
Dave’s Cosmic Subs for a “welcome back” dinner where 
they discussed their plans for the 2023 spring semester. 
 
 

 
The annual “Cavs Greek 
Night” event was a great success. Greek Orthodox from across Cleveland gathered 
to watch the Cavaliers take on Giannis Antetokounmpo and the Milwaukee Bucks. 
The Cavaliers prevailed, and Giannis played very well scoring 45 points. Some 
fans were granted early access into the building to watch the players warmup  
before the game too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The GOYAns worked hard preparing this year’s  
community Christmas card. This year’s card had the 
most sponsors since 2017! The project spread Christmas 
cheer, and it also raised significant funding for GOYA’s 
various activities. 
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Youth Ministries—continued by Ted Cherpas 

Our young adults enjoyed a Christmas party. The event was hosted at the home of one of our regular  
participants, and people from 6 different parishes attended. We were very pleased to welcome newborn 
Lazarus Ickes, son of Chaz & Sarah Ickes, as our “youngest young adult.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The youth was very well represented at our parish vasilopita ceremony. The representatives included: Athan 
White (altar boys), Katie Caspar (GOYA), Stratos Hliatzos (boys’ basketball), Lilly Parras (girls’ basketball), 
Sophia Koumoundouros (HOPE/JOY), George Tomaras (OCF), David Lardakis (St. Kyranna/Young Adults), 
and Michael Moissis (Sr. Hellenic Dancers). 

 
 
Ted was invited to visit Archbishop Hoban High School as a guest 
speaker to talk about the intersection of modern psychology and  
Biblical teachings. He will return this spring. 



Page 17 February/March 2023 

Finally, Sts. Constantine & Helen hosted a GOYA basketball tournament. This event was significantly larger 
than the 2020 or 2015 tournaments as we welcomed 294 GOYAns plus 252 adults. A special thank you to 
all the parents, parish council members, and many volunteers who made this wonderful celebration possible. 
 
Please continue to pray for our parish youth and those who minister to them. We have lots of exciting activity 

on the horizon including more tournaments and Camp Naz Lenten retreats 

Youth Ministries—continued by Ted Cherpas 
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Youth Ministries—continued by Ted Cherpas 
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Reverend Peter Metallinos (Linos), peacefully fell asleep in the Lord on 

January 19, at the age of 90. He was born on the island of Tinos Greece 

in 1932. Beloved husband of the late Emilia (Sofronas), father of Jack 

(Megan), and Elizabeth; grandfather of Emilia and Claire. Brother of the 

late John Metallinos, beloved uncle of Elizabeth Katsaras, Sophia  

Metallinos, Jack Metallinos, Manthos Desypris, and great uncle of Mary 

and Johnny Metallinos, and Alexander and Yianni Katsaras. 

 

He came to the United States in 1952 and attended the University of 

California, Berkeley. He was drafted into the US Army and served in the 

military police. In 1956 he entered the Holy Cross Theological Seminary 

in Brookline, MA, and realized his dream of becoming a priest in 1962 

when he was ordained to the Holy Priesthood. He was assigned as the 

acting pastor at the Annunciation Cathedral of Baltimore before being 

assigned to the American Hellenic Community of Greater Cleveland. This appointment marked the beginning 

of the 36-year history of ministry at Saint Demetrios Church at Wooster Road before overseeing the  

groundbreaking, building, and establishment of our Saint Demetrios Church and Cultural Center, which was 

consecrated in November 1977. 

 

During his tenure as priest, Father Peter served with distinction as a member of the Diocesan Council, the 

Diocesan Spiritual Court, and a member of the Board of Directors of Saint Gregory Palamas Monastery. In 

addition, he served as Vice Chairman of the Archdiocesan Investment Committee and served as a member of 

the Archdiocesan Presbyters Council. He was appointed to a team representing the Archdiocese of America 

to the international conference of the World Council of Hellenes Abroad. 

 

In 1987, His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos bestowed upon him the highest office a married priest can reach, 

Offikion of Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Most recently he received the highest honor of the 

Metropolis of Syros-Tinos bestowed on him by His Eminence Dorotheos II. 

 

Father Peter also received many accolades on a civic level as well. He was honored by the Hellenic American 

Congress for his outstanding services for human justice and humanitarian needs for the people of Cyprus.  

He was also recognized for Exemplary Hellenic Achievement by the Hellenic Preservation Society of  

Northeastern Ohio. 

 

After his retirement from Saint Demetrios in 1998 he served at Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, assisting Rev. Stephen Callos for close to 25 years, bringing his total 

years of ministry to 60 years. Throughout the years of his ministry, he cherished his camaraderie and  

friendship with his fellow priests and co-celebrants and enjoyed having a weekly religious radio program on 

WZAK for 18 years. In addition, he was devoted to his parishioners by availing himself day and night,  

regardless of distance or location. 

 

One of his most important roles was that of being a grandfather to his precious grandchildren, Emilia and 

Claire, who he spoke to everyday. He enjoyed his summers in Greece with his children and grandchildren, 

visiting family, former schoolmates, and meeting friends, new and old. 

In Memoriam—Reverend Peter Metallinos 
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In Memoriam  

February/March 2023 

DAVID IRWIN, age 58, entered into rest peacefully September 12th, 2022. Beloved  
husband for 36 years of Effie (nee: Sikoutris). Dearest father of Kevin (deceased), Ryan, 
Kristen and Lauren. Cherished son of Roger and Jean (nee: Van Kannel). Loving brother 
of Douglas (Jennifer), and Debbie Hliatzos (Taso). Loving son in-law of Pagona and the 
late Stephen Sikoutris and dear brother in-law of Mike Sikoutris (Maria) and Jeannie  
Parianos (Chris). Proud uncle of Josh and Kyle Irwin, Stephen and Joanna Sikoutris,  
Peter and Stephen Parianos, and Alex and Nicholas Hliatzos. Dearest nephew, cousin, 
godfather and friend of many. 

TED GIALAMAS, age 78, has passed away. Beloved brother of Sia Forbes, Vicki Ferritto and 
the following deceased: Connie Butts, Pete, John, Betsy Hess, George and Terry Markey;  
dearest uncle of Carole Taylor and many more nieces and nephews; dear cousin; and dear 
friend of Juli.  
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February 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(Presentation of 
Christ) 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 

3 4 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

5 
8:15 am—Matins  
9:30 am—Liturgy 
10:45 am 
50 Yr. Memorial 
Tartara 
18 Yr. Memorial 
Tartara 
5 Yr, Memorial 
Goss 
10:30 am 
Godparents 
Sunday 
11:30 am 
GOYA Meeting 

6 
7:30 pm 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
7:30 pm– GA  

7 
6:30 pm 
OPA Dance 
 

8 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 

9 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
 

10 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(St. Haralambos) 
 

11 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

12 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
10:45 am 
40 day Memorial 
Doufopoulos 
6 month Memorial 
Demore 
1 Yr, Memorial 
Arastaris 

13 
7:30 pm 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
7:30 pm– GA  

14 
6:30 pm 
OPA Dance 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 

15 
 

16 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
 

17 18 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(Saturday of Souls) 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

19 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
 
 

20 
7:30 pm 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
7:30 pm– GA  

21 
6:30 pm 
OPA Dance 
 

22 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 

23 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
 

24 
5:00 pm 
FISH FRY 

25 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(Saturday of Souls) 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

26 
8:45 am—Matins 
10:00 am—Liturgy 
10:45 am 
1 Yr, Memorial 
Hliatzos 

27 
7:30 pm 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
7:30 pm– GA  

28 
6:30 pm 
OPA Dance 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
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March 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
 

3 
5:00 pm 
FISH FRY 

4 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(Saturday of Souls) 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

5 
NO MEMORIALS 
8:15 am—Matins  
9:30 am—Liturgy 
11:30am 
GOYA Meeting 

6 
7:30 pm– GA  

7 
 

8 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 

9 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 

10 
5:00 pm 
FISH FRY 

11 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

12 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
Sikalis 
11:30 am 
Parish Oratorical 
DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS TIME 

13 
7:30 pm 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
7:30 pm– GA  

14 
6:30 pm 
OPA Dance 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 

15 
 

16 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
 

17 
5:00 pm 
FISH FRY 

18 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

19 
NO MEMORIALS 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
 
 

20 
7:30 pm 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
7:30 pm– GA  

21 
6:30 pm 
OPA Dance 
 

22 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 

23 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
 

24 
5:00 pm 
FISH FRY 
 

25 
9:00 am 
Kindergarten 
Greek School 
10:00 am 
Greek School 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

26 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
11:00 am 
Greek  
Independance Day 
Program and 
Luncheon 

27 
7:30 pm 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 
7:30 pm– GA  

28 
6:30 pm 
OPA Dance 
7:00 pm 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 

29 
 

30 
10:30 am 
Adult  
Intermediate 
Greek School 
11:30 am 
Adult Beginners 
Greek School 

31 
5:00 pm 
FISH FRY 
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