
When I was growing up, the movie known as The Wizard of Oz was televised annually. It 

was a big event in our family, as we all sat on the couches and floor of our living room to 

watch this classic movie. We watched the teenage Dorothy, played by Judy Garland, as she 

was transported from home in Kansas (depicted in black and white) to the magical land of 

Oz (depicted in color).  Oz was filled with wondrous sights and incredible people, but  

Dorothy was never happy there, because she knew that she belonged in Kansas with her 

family.  

 

Christianity views the world that we live in as a beautiful place filled with wonderful people, but at the same 

time we sense that something is missing and we long for something better.  

 

The author CS Lewis wrote, ““If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only logical 

explanation is that I was made for another world.”  Dorothy had lived and experienced life in Kansas; she 

longed to be there once again. She never forgot that she belonged there.  

 

As Christians we anticipate something better than the world as we now experience it. In the words of St Peter, 

“According to His promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 

3:13). God gives us little tastes of this world, sometimes through miracles, sometimes through holy people, 

and often through sacraments such as the Divine Liturgy. 

 

Too many of us take the Liturgy for granted; too many of us neglect it. When was the last time that you  

experienced the Liturgy from start to finish? Of course, the highlight of the service is partaking of the 

“Mysteries,” the Lord’s Body and Blood, but the Liturgy is much more. It begins with a series of prayers, it 

continues with us hearing the Lord as He speaks through the Holy Scriptures, and then we consecrate and 

receive the Mysteries, the Holy Eucharist.  

 

We celebrate the DIvine Liturgy to nourish within us the hope and the anticipation that God has promised us a 

world with unimaginable beauty, something that we have  yet to experience in its fullness. Kansas was a  

living memory as Dorothy traversed through Oz; the Liturgy reminds us of the world that awaits us. Christ’s 

preaching began with the proclamation, “Repent. The kingdom of God is near.” The Liturgy is celebrated to 

keep the memory alive in our hearts and minds.  

 

See you this Sunday! 
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Philoptochos News by Susan Trumbull 

August 2022 

 

Thank you to everyone that attended the first Philoptochos Appreciation Brunch on June 4, 2022. It was the 
board’s way of thanking its members and community for their generous donations, countless hours of time 
volunteering, and amazing talents. The event was attended by over thirty people.  It was a wonderful  
opportunity to catch up with past and present members and friends, share a meal, and enjoy learning  
gardening techniques by our own Aggie Goss.   

May God bless the friends and  
members of the Sts. Constantine and 
Helen Philoptochos. 

The Library Committee presented three $500 scholarships in memory of 
Popie Papouras and Stella Balale, to Katerina Alden, Joanna Sikoutris 
and Christopher  Wu.   

Library News 
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Youth Ministries by Ted Cherpas 

Sts. Constantine & Helen’s youth ministries have been active in recent months. 
 
Our parish was well represented at Camp Nazareth this summer. This year’s theme was: “Where To? – 
Where You Were, Where You’re Going, Start Here.” Campers prayed together twice a day in the chapel while 
also enjoying sports, dancing, hiking, the ropes course, arts & crafts, music, campfire, bean carnival, and 
Olympics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Senior & Junior Hellenic dancers both began their summer practices. The Sr. Hellenic Dancers met with 
Fr. Stephen for an “Agiasmos” service and blessing at their first practice. Both groups are hard at work  
preparing wonderful shows for the festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our GOYAns participated in a new event – the Metropolis of Pittsburgh 
Olympics! Our participants won the gold medal for the music/singing 
competition performing Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah.” They were also 
awarded the prestigious “Sportsmanship” award. Before leaving for the 
weekend in Canonsburg, PA, our Olympians and their coaches  
attended our parish name day Vespers service. 
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Youth Ministries—continued by Ted Cherpas 

GOYA enjoyed a field trip to WhirlyBall. Our 
first hour was spent playing laser tag. Our  
second hour was in the WhirlyBall arena. This 
game is a combination of bumper cars,  
basketball, and lacrosse. Everyone had a  
wonderful time! 

 
 

OCF (college campus ministry) had its first ever summer reunion dinner. In years past, college student  
ministry would go on hiatus after the spring semester, but this year those who lived locally gathered for a  
fellowship meal and an impromptu Bible study. 
 
Our altar boys and families enjoyed a visit to Classic Park 
with Fr. Stephen and Fr. Tom. We went to cheer on the 
Lake County Captains! Our youth students were put onto 
the big screen to lead the singing of “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame” during the 7th inning stretch. As a thank you for 
singing, the Captains mascot Skipper came and sat with us 
afterwards. Ted made sure to invite him to Church on  
Sunday @ 9:30 a.m. 
 
St. Kyranna Young Adult Cooking Class welcomed back 
guest instructor Perry Zohos. He led us in a fabulous  
lesson on “Anatolia Cuisine” and the food of  
Constantinople. Participants enjoyed Anatolian stew, 
loukoumia, pastry, Greek coffee, and “salep.” Perry also 
taught us about the history of Constantinople’s culture. 
 

 
Finally, GOYA elected new officers for  
2022-2023. Co-Presidents: Katie Caspar & 
Stratos Hliatzos; Treasurer: Loukas Wu; 
Secretary: Genna Sarris; Inreach/Outreach 
Coordinator: Faye Hliatzos. 
 
We have lots of exciting activities on the 
horizon. In particular, we look forward to 
welcoming our new Metropolis youth director 
Alyssa Kyritsis for an “Orthodoxy on Tap” 
event plus a parish visit to Sts. Constantine 
& Helen. Please continue to pray for our 
youth and all those who minister to them. 



Orthodox Education and Greek School by Maria Sikoutris 
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ORTHODOX EDUCATION 

We had a great ending to our OE school year. Our graduates’ reception was Sunday, June 5th.  Both high 
school and college graduates were honored and received a gift from the church.  

 

 

 

 

Additionally, Vacation Church School followed and was very enjoyable for everyone.  The theme was “An  
Adventure for the Treasure:  the Parables of Christ.”  Over 30 teenage helpers and students participated and 
bonded more with their friends.  The children made numerous crafts which went along with the parables and 
the theme.  The week culminated in a program where children drew pictures of and acted out their favorite 
parable like the Lost Sheep and the Good Samaritan. 

Finally, we ended the school year with our annual OE Picnic.  Children 
enjoyed the pool, water balloons and made a Father’s day craft and 
played games on the park grounds.  

If your child will be in preschool, please do email Maria as soon as 
possible at orthodox_education@stsconstantine.com in order to help 
with planning.  

 
 
 
GREEK SCHOOL 

May 28th we ended the children’s Greek school with a graduation program and potluck luncheon.  All students 
received their promotion and attendance certificates, as well as their trophies.  During our program the  

children sang two songs in Greek—10 Little 
Fishies and When I go Mrs. to the Market. 
 
Children’s classes will begin again in late  
September and adult classes in mid-October.  
Registration for both will begin Sunday,  
September 11th.   For the adult classes only two 
options will be available -- a Beginner’s  
Intermediate class and an Intermediate  
Advanced class.  In order to continue to receive 
the emails, adults must register by paying a 
registration fee.    

mailto:orthodox_education@stsconstantine.com
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Many of you may remember a young woman, Maria Aslamazi, from Thesaloniki, Greece that came to  
Cleveland seven years ago, in 2015, to get on the waiting list for a multi organ transplant. She finally received 
a five-organ transplant at the Cleveland Clinic on February 2, 2018. Thankfully, with a rigorous regimen of 
medications, these organs have been functioning well. At that time, her own remaining kidney was also  
functioning. Recently, her kidney function has seriously deteriorated to the point that she is scheduled to start 
dialysis. Efforts are being made to locate a kidney donor, as she is on the waiting list for a kidney transplant.  
Maria, (age 41) and her mother Elmira are currently living in the Cleveland Clinic Transplant House, near the 
Clinic, awaiting a match with a donor. They will continue to live there after the transplant while she is healing. 
The rent for this facility is $1,500 per month (all inclusive). The family is not able to cover this amount. as well 
as providing groceries, transportation, etc. without the generosity of others. 
 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Philoptochos has established a “Maria’s Fund”, separate from our normal budget 
and obligations. We are making an urgent plea to our fellow Philoptochos Societies, Parish Councils and  
individuals to contribute to relieve Maria and her mother of the worry of meeting living expenses while dealing 
with the serious medical concerns they face. We ask that donations be made out to Sts. Constantine and  
Helen Philoptochos (3352 Mayfield Rd. Cleveland Hts. OH 44118). “Maria’s Fund” should be indicated on the 
check.  
 
The hope is that Maria will receive a kidney and recover within 6 months. Obviously, with the complication of 
her other transplanted organs, she may not heal as quickly as would be expected with a typical kidney  
transplant. Any contributions would be greatly appreciated by Maria and family.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this urgent plea. 

Urgent Plea for Assistance 

Festival Loukoumathes chairman needed 

We are in need of a chairman or a team of people to chair and manage the Loukoumathes Booth 

this year at the Festival.  Unfortunately, if no one volunteers we will not have Loukoumathes this 

year.  If you are interested, please contact Marguarite Stephanopoulos at 917-459-7533 

or mstephanopoulos1@gmail.com. 
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Greek Festival 2022  - August 18 - 21 

Important Festival Dates 

Festival Set up Saturday, August 13 - 10:00 am 

Festival Set up Wednesday, August 17 - 6:30 pm 

Festival Dates 

Thursday, August 18 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Friday, August 19 4:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

Saturday, August 20 12 noon - 11:00 pm 

Sunday, August 21 12 noon - 8:00 pm 

Plans for this year’s festival are underway. We need the 
ENTIRE COMMUNITY to help. You can participate by 
doing the following: 

 

• Volunteer at the Festival—we have over 900, 4 hour 
shifts to fill during the Festival hours. (we ask that 
each parishioner donate as much time as possible—
suggested a minimum of 4 hours) 

• Make a financial donation or purchase an ad 

• Say “YES” when asked to volunteer.  No need to 
wait to be asked just go online and schedule  
yourself.  (see below) 

Our Festival is the best! That is because our entire community pulls together and works hard. Be a part of 
this united effort. Because of the ever-increasing attendance, we need more help. WE NEED YOU!!! Please 
help by signing up to volunteer in the following areas listed below. 

Did you know that there are approximately 900 shifts during our Festival when we need volunteers to work? 
That’s just during the Festival hours and does not include pre-planning, baking, dancing, the clean up crews 
or pre and post Festival set-up and tear down. SignUpGenius is a great way for parishioners to sign up and 
volunteer at the Festival. As you can see, we need each parishioner to sign up for at least 1-2 shifts during 
the Festival. 

1. To use SignUpGenius go to the Church website www.stsconstantine.com and click on the “Volunteer 
at the Festival” tab. That will take you to the SignUpGenius link where you can sign up for as many shifts 
as you can. Please be generous with your time. 

2. You can also sign up to volunteer in the following three ways: Call the name listed below for each area 
where you would like to work; fill out the following page and return to the Church office; sign up on the 
volunteer sign up sheet at Church on the bulletin board. 

Ways to Volunteer 

INSIDE  OUTSIDE 

FOOD LINE 
Anna Warren 
216-287-6890 

 AGORA 
Paula Kalamaras 
216-201-9299 

GRECIAN JEWELRY/GRAB-N-GO 
Heidi Peters 
216-381-4657 

 CONDIMENTS 
Marguarite Stephanopoulos 
mstephanopoulos1@gmail.com/917-459-7533 

PASTRY LINE—UPSTAIRS 
Anastasia White - 216-570-0988 
Elena Caspar - 330-208-7036 
Angelique Berry - 216-773-1626    

 MEZEDAKIA 
Marguarite Stephanopoulos 
mstephanopoulos1@gmail.com/917-459-7533 

INSIDE BAR 
Anna Warren 
216-287-6890 
 

 GYRO/SOUVLAKI 
Laura Kappos 
lkappos58@gmail.com 
440-773-3555 
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GREEK FESTIVAL 2022 VOLUNTEER FORM 

Our Festival is the best! That is because our entire community pulls together and works hard. Be a part of 
this united effort. Because of the ever-increasing attendance, we need more help. WE NEED YOU!!!  

Please help by signing up to volunteer in the following areas listed below. 

INSIDE  OUTSIDE 

FOOD LINE  AGORA 

GRECIAN JEWELRY/GRAB-N-GO  CONDIMENTS 

PASTRY LINE—UPSTAIRS  MEZEDAKIA 

INSIDE BAR  GYRO/SOUVLAKI 

FESTIVAL DATES 

Thursday, August 18  
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Saturday, August 20 
12 noon - 11:00 pm 

Friday, August 19 
4:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

Sunday, August 21 
12 noon - 8:00 pm 

…………………………………...…………………………………...………………………… 

PLEASE LIST THE TIMES YOU CAN VOLUNTEER AND RETURN THIS FORM  

TO THE CHURCH OFFICE OR ANNA WARREN 

(Please be generous with your time and work as many shifts as possible) 

 

NAME:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

EMAIL:________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE:_______________________ 

Area Festival Day and date Time 

1. 
  

2. 
  

3. 
  

4. 
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Festival Ad Order Form 

Purchase a Digital Ad which will be shown on 3 large screens inside 
and outside the Church throughout the Festival weekend. 

Rates: 15 second Ad—$250.00  30 second Ad—$350.00 

Please forward artwork along with this order form to: 
stconsfestivalads@gmail.com 

(jpeg preferred, landscape orientation, still photos only) 

Artwork and payment must be received by August 8, 2022 

Name 

of Advertiser____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ad size—15 seconds_________________________30 seconds_________________________________ 

Amount$_______________________________________ Paid by Check #_____________________________ 

CC#:__________________________________Ex. Date______________________Zip______________________ 

(Mastercard/VISA/Discover 
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August 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
9:30 am 
FESTIVAL  
BAKING 
6:00 pm 
Sr. Dancers 
7:00 pm 
Paraklesis 
7:30 pm– GA 
 

2 3 
6:00 pm 
Sr. Dancers 
7:00 pm 
Paraklesis 

4 
 

5 6 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(Transfiguration) 
11:45 am 
Baptism: Szczepinski 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

7 
CREDIT CARD 
SUNDAY 
8:15 am—Matins  
9:30 am—Liturgy 
Pangari Team D 

8 
9:30 am 
FESTIVAL  
BAKING 
6:00 pm 
Sr. Dancers 
7:00 pm 
Paraklesis 
7:30 pm– GA  

9 
 
 

10 
6:00 pm 
Sr. Dancers 
7:00 pm 
Paraklesis 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
10:00 am 
FESTIVAL SET UP  
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

14 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
Pangari Team A 
 

15 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(Dormition) 
9:30 am 
FESTIVAL  
BAKING 
6:00 pm 
Sr. Dancers 
7:30 pm– GA 

16 17 
6:00 pm 
Sr. Dancers 
6:30 pm 
FESTIVAL 
SET UP 

18 
FESTIVAL 

19 
FESTIVAL 

20 
FESTIVAL 

21 
FESTIVAL 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
Pangari –B 
 

22 
7:30 pm– GA 

23 24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(St. Fanourios) 
5:00 pm 
Vespers  
(and confession) 

28 
8:15 am—Matins 
9:30 am—Liturgy 
Pangari –C 
 
 

29 
9:30 am 
Liturgy 
(St. John th 
 Baptist) 
7:30 pm– GA 

30 31 
 

   

August 2022 

 

where you are most needed. That would be such a blessing. Thank you! 
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