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40th Metropolis Assembly Reaches Forward

Metropolis Philoptochos Enjoys Productive
Assembly
The Metropolis Philoptochos Assembly convened Friday, Sept.
24 with 32 women in attendance. It was a productive day filled
with discussion, presentations, and fruitful decisions. Among
the agenda items discussed was the St. Nicholas National
Shrine Fundraising appeal. An appeal was made to the members
(especially those from larger chapters) to hold fundraisers and/
or encourage members to donate in order to fulfill the remaining assessment.

His Eminence Metropolitan Savas convened the Metropolis
Clergy-Laity Assembly from Sept. 23-25 at St. Haralambos
GOC in Canton, OH. During the invocation, delegates heard
the passage from Philippians 3:8-19 which served as the
Assembly’s theme. Following regular reports, delegates heard
greetings from Archbishop Elpidophoros as conveyed by his
representative, Bishop Athenagoras of Nazianzos. His
Eminence then offered his keynote address.
On Friday, informative presentations were offered by Rev. Dr.
George Parsenios, Fr. Jon Boukis, and William Pananis and
break-out sessions were held by Fr. Boukis, Fr. John
Touloumes, and Fr. Theodore Petrides. In addition to
committee reports, the Assembly heard a presentation on the
progress of the New Metropolis Center project. It voted –
unanimously – to approve construction of the Center, the
formation of an Operational Endowment, the request for the
deed to the Ellsworth Ave. office and its eventual sale (after
moving to the new office) and securing a construction loan (as
needed). A successful Regional Archon Lunch was held with
His Eminence and His Grace present.

In response to the letter regarding the allocation of Camp Mt
Tabor funds, it was decided unanimously to reallocate
Philoptochos’s donation of more than $51,000 to the new
Camp Endowment Fund. Denise Cramer, a representative of
the local JRC Agency (a non-profit that serves low to moderate
income children, seniors, and families) showcased the work the
center does for pre-school children and seniors. A donation will
be presented to this organization on behalf of the Philoptochos.
Participants were grateful to have Fr. George Parsenios, Dean
of Holy Cross School of Theology present to encourage members of Philoptochos to visit Holy Cross and see the improvements being made there. Rev. Fr. Matthew Moore from Holy
Trinity GOC in Steubenville, OH, touched everyone’s hearts as

On Saturday, delegates were treated to speeches of our 2021
National Oratorical Festival Finalists – Evan Jordanides and
Stavros Spanakis. His Grace, Director of Religious Education
for the Archdiocese, expressed his admiration for the talent of
the participants from our Metropolis. The Assembly approved
the proposed structure for a Metropolis Camp Endowment,
which will begin with just over $160,000 in principal. It also
approved the proposed 2022 Budget presented by the Finance
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Support His Eminence and the Metropolis Ministries
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It costs approximately $1,000 per day to operate our Metropolis—including Metropolitan Savas’s pastoral
visitations, preparations for Summer Camp and GOYA retreats, our vital registry (tracking marriages, baptisms,
chrismations, and deaths), and more. Please consider sponsoring a day in the life of the Metropolis.
To contribute, visit https://pittsburgh.goarch.org/support
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he shared the work being done in his
community to help victims of poverty,
drug abuse, human trafficking, etc. He
is doing God’s work to help raise up
those whom life has left at rock bottom.
Delegates also met and heard from
new Metropolis Youth and Young
Adult Director, Alyssa Kyritsis, and
Camping Ministries Coordinator, Marina Papafil. Alyssa discussed an upcoming project that combines Youth Ministries and
Philoptochos. It is an opportunity for youth and adult volunteers to participate in a Day of Service on the weekend of March 12-13.
Stephanie Ocker informed the Assembly on the status of the new Metropolis Philoptochos website and the goal of having it live
within the next two weeks. Barbara Pasalis gave a presentation on the St. Nicholas National Shrine and shared a video of the Sept. 11
Lighting Service held by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros.
After other official Philoptochos business, members finished their meeting by approving the following disbursements: New Metropolis Center: $12,575; Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery: $2,655; Metropolis Good Samaritan Fund: $2,380; Seminarians:
$2,000 to each seminarian; Fr. Matthew Moore (for The Hub project in Steubenville): $5000 ($2,500 now and $2,500 after the
acquisition of the 501c3 status); Metropolis of Pittsburgh Youth and Young Adult Ministries: $2,500 (in addition to $10,000 given
in January 2021 that has not yet been spent. The Metropolis Philoptochos is grateful to the parish of St. Haralambos for hosting
the Clergy-Laity and Philoptochos Assembly and thanks the parishioners for their hospitality, for preparing and serving meals and
working to clean up for three days.
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Committee and elected eight to the 2022-2024 Metropolis council:
Archon Harry Athanasiou, Dr. George Bellios, Michelle Kotsagrelos,
Archon Dr. Nicholas Loutsion, Archon Steve Poulos, Harry Ruska,
Archon Steve Sellas, and Archon Philip Yamalis. The Assembly also
elected two lay people to the 2022-2024 Archdiocesan Council:
Archon Michael Kusturiss, Jr. and Archon Peter Clyde Papadakos.
Following reports from Y2AM, Camping, Family, and administrative
ministries, the Assembly then approved resolutions of appreciation for
the Ecumenical Patriarch’s 30th anniversary; the Archdiocesan
Centennial; the Ministry of Metropolitan Maximos and for the
founding of the Metropolitan Maximos Youth Endowment by the
His Eminence and His Grace Bishop Athenagoras of
Hages
Family & His Eminence; of prayer for those affected by
Nazianzos, our honored guest at Clergy-Laity.
COVID19 and the various wildfires in the U.S. and Greece; for the
long-time ministries of Pres. Eileen Sedor and Rhea Ballas; and the Clergy-Laity Assembly Committee and Hosts. The Assembly
concluded with information about two initiatives offered in Memory of Metropolitan Maximos: the Metropolitan Maximos
Endowment for Youth & Young Adult Ministries (which has received $120,000 in donations to date) and the Metropolitan
Maximos Memory Book (contributions of fewer than 1,000 words, with 300+ dpi photos, can be sent to
metromax1935@gmail.com).
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